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4 BEST fOR AScETIc cHIc 

The Walig Hut
SwiTzErland 

the most expensive hut in the world:  
no heating, an outside latrine and cows 
mooing in the adjoining barn. Great for 
those following the trend for ‘authentic’ 
experiences, but the super-rich needn’t  
fret: the hut is owned by the grand  
Gstaad Palace, whose head waiter serves 
slap-up dinners of cold cuts and fondue. 
the views are stupendous. 
The Walig Hut (+41 33 748 50 00; www.palace. 
ch), from about £1,130 a night half board.

5 BEST Off-PISTE GUIDE

Marco Grass
SwiTzErland

handsome Klosters ski guide Grass will 
find you the best slopes and take you on 
blissfully empty off-piste runs to arosa and 
beyond. book through new Klosters spe-
cialist Pt Ski (run by tara and Santa’s 
brother Jamie Palmer-tomkinson). 
A six-night trip with Grass as guide costs from 
£919 a person half board, including transfers, 
with PT Ski (020 7736 5557; www.ptski.com).

8 BEST fOr A  
LOnG WEEkEnD

No 14 Verbier
francE 
For the ultimate party place, book out  
No 14 verbier. It has 13 bedrooms, an 
indoor pool and a free bar. 
Three nights at No 14 Verbier cost from £1,040 
a person half board, with Verbier Exclusive 
(01608 674011; www.verbierexclusive.com).

10 BEST fOr PISTE-SIDE 
LUxURy

Altitude Lodge
francE 
altitude lodge opened in les Gets last 
winter as the ultimate piste-side retreat, 
with all the trappings of a luxurious bou-
tique hotel. It has nine bedrooms, including 
five family rooms, and every comfort and 
convenience. Facilities include outdoor  
hot tubs, a children’s playroom, saunas and  
a piste-side bar and restaurant. the chalet 
is in the main ski area of les Chavannes. 
Seven nights at Altitude Lodge cost from about 
£929 a person half board, including flights  
and transfers, with VIP Ski (0844 557 3119; 
www.vip-chalets.com).

2 BEST nEWcOMER

Le Chalet
francE 

a step from the alpine village of Megève is 
le Chalet – actually three beautiful new 
chalets (one is exclusive, the others make  
up a hotel). this is all comfy opulence and  
simple sophistication; the chef is Michelin-
starred Julien burlat (previously at le Dôme 
in antwerp), who has created a pared-
down but scrumptiously warming menu.
Le Chalet (+33 450 21 01 01; www.le 
chaletzannier.com), from about £390 a room  
a night B&B, including ski-rental facilities.

3 BEST fOr STAR-SPOTTInG 

The Heinz Julen Loft
SwiTzErland  

the heinz Julen loft is the most unusual 
property in zermatt, if not the alps. It is  
a huge Manhattan-style loft and a long-
time favourite among rock stars including 
robbie Williams. the floor-to-ceiling 
windows offer stunning bird’s-eye views 
across the mountains.  
Six nights, from about £7,680 half board 
(sleeps six), including open bar, two staff and a 
day’s ski guidance, with Mountain Exposure 
(0845 425 2001; www.mountainexposure.com).

7 BEST fOr kIDS

Laax and Flims
SwiTzErland

the Swiss resorts of laax and neighbouring 
Flims are great for holidays with children, 
and have long been championed by family-
ski specialist company Powder byrne. 
these holidays don’t come cheap, but do 
take much of the hassle out of organising. 
the company provides a crèche, children’s 
clubs and ski courses for older children at its 
FreeStyle academy, where kids can try out 
new tricks and acrobatics in safety. Stay in 
rocks resort (www.rocksresort.com), well 
placed for slopes, shops and restaurants. 
A seven-night trip costs from £1,039 a person, 
including flights, with Powder Byrne (020 
8246 5300; powderbyrne.com).

 6BEST SkI ScHOOL

The Oxygène Ski School
francE

the fear of making a fool of yourself is a big 
turn-off for those considering a first-time 
ski holiday, so decent instruction is impor-
tant. the oxygène Ski School in val d’Isère 
runs a wide selection of programmes, includ-
ing one for nervous adult beginners called 
Scaredy Cats, which guarantees no more 
than six pupils per class. With its expert 
local knowledge, the school can also 
arrange everything from equipment hire to 
helicopter rides, massages or nights out. 
Oxygene (+33 4 79 41 99 58; www.oxygene 
-ski.com) offers three-day courses, from about 
£140 a person.
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9 BEST fOr nIGHT SkIInG

Keystone
uSa

Why go for a torchlight descent when 
you’ll just end up in the dark and cold, 
burnt by the sparks from your torch?  
better to go to a resort with properly  
floodlit trails and one of the best restau-
rants in the area. Keystone in the Colorado 
rockies is the world’s night-skiing capital, 
with 13 runs accessed by gondola; they  
all end at river run village, so that’s  
the place to stay. 
Seven nights at River Run Village cost  
from £1,279 a person, including flights,  
with Ski Independence (0131 243 8097;  
www.ski-i.com).

www.harpersbazaar.co.ukwww.harpersbazaar.co.uk

Take a cue from A/W 11’s 
Arctic-chic trend and wrap 
up in these snug and stylish 
winter warmers

£269,  
Barbour

£2,965  
katherine 
Thomas

£485,  
Antik  
Batik

For more travel news and reviews, visit 
harpersbazaar.co.uk/travel
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Luxe for
LeSS

A chalet in Megève

The Heinz Julen Loft Keystone

The Walig Hut Laax, Switzerland

Val d’Isère View from  
Altitude Lodge

No 14 Verbier
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Whitemagic
The coolest winter 
playgrounds, from  
secret boutique resorts 
and rock-star hangouts  
to family-friendly havens  

 1 
BEST SATELLITE RESORT

Yellowstone Ski Lodge
francE
the satellite resort has many advan-
tages: prices are lower, queues are 
shorter and you can actually get to 

know genuine locals. Sainte-Foy in France 
is just such a find – a beautiful village sand-
wiched between the high-profile tignes 
and val d’Isère. It has long been an escape 
for native skiers and instructors seeking  
virgin powder on days off, and the expan-
sive espace Killy ski area is easily accessible. 

Sainte-Foy is as gentle as it is low-key 
and low-tech – ski passes are still issued on 
paper, and there are only four lifts servicing 
18 miles of runs and taking you up the 
8,569-foot Col de l’aiguille. aside from  
the powder routes off piste for adrenalin 

junkies, Sainte-Foy’s slopes are relaxing 
blues and reds that will keep the whole  
family happy. a clutch of bistros serve the 
slopes at lunchtime, the most atmospheric 
being la brevette, a rustic herders’ hut with 
a simple menu offering copious amounts of 
vin chaud at a fraction of val d’Isère prices. 

the other reason for going to Sainte-Foy 
is Yellowstone Ski lodge, located at the 
bottom of the nursery slopes. Its chic but 
unpretentious interior makes this a perfect 
family rental, with a games den, small gym 
and hot tub. living rooms open out to  
hammock-strung decks with views over the 

tarentaise valley. a nearby helipad will 
whisk you to Italy’s pristine powder fields, 
and non-skiers can snowshoe over to meet 
friends on the slopes for lunch. there are 
great shopping outlets nearby, making this 
the perfect retreat for all the family, the 
super-keen skiers and the abstainers. 

top tip: take the tGv from Paris to 
bourg-Sainte-Maurice, 10 minutes from 
Sainte-Foy, to avoid budget-airline hassles.
Four nights, from £600 a person  B&B, or 
£4,900 for three nights’ exclusive hire, at 
Yellowstone Ski Lodge (01428 707778;  
www.yellowstoneskilodge.co.uk).  

DOn’T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT…  
Salomon BBR’s all-terrain skis, which are taking the mountains  
by storm. They have a surfboard-like tip and are a doddle to turn. 
From £400 at Snow+Rock (www.snowandrock.com). 
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SkI

Yellowstone Ski Lodge, 
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