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Skiing

Unplugged on
4 mountain top

Zermatts acoustic
festival is becoming
as popular asits !
peaks and slopes,
says Roger Alion

of waist-high powder rather than mud,
¢ and a day of superb skiing, then Zermatt !
i Unplugged should be just the ticket. It’s :
i aprés-ski,butnot aswe knowit.
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f you prefer to take yowr music
festivals seated, and without the risk
of losing yvour tent, your friends and, i
of course, your religion, then the
booming business of Alpine music
festivals may be for you. If you also :
prefer your musicfestivals with aside

Zermatt Unplugged is now in its sixth

year and pulls in thousands of music !

i lovers, skiers and boarders to this most
: glamorous of skiresorts, 5,300ft upin the |
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The band 77 Bombay
Street at last year's
Zermatt Unplugged

Valais region, and with the shiveringly

beautiful outline of the Matterhorn :
wherever you go. That view. That

mountain. The peak has inspired artists,
writersand skiersfor hundreds of vears. As
the name suggests, this is an acoustic
festival, but that doesn't meanit's all cardi-

gan and beards. Its a hig event spread :
between nine venues, with the main one :
the 2,000-seat Marquee. The music is a }

goodmatch for themagnificent scenery.
On a whistle-stop visit last year we took

in David Gray, Swedish rock band Mando

Diao, OneRepublicfrom Colorado, as well

a8 Seal and Supertramp’s Roger Hodgson. ©
This year the festival runs from April 17-21 :

and includes an edectic line-up, with top
French balladeer Grégoire, wistful Scots
songstress Amy Macdonald and Chris
de Burgh at the Marquee. Meanwhile,
at the Vernissage, you'll find Newton

Faulkner, JonathanJeremiahandthe Kiwi
Brocke Fraser. Headlining is Lauryn Hill, :
¢ Roger Atonwasa guast of Mountain

formerly ofthe Fugees.

The festival was set up by Thomas
Sterchi, 42, who has experience in
advertising. He says: “T have always loved

Zermatt and I wanted tolaunchsomething
cultural. I'wanted to revive the nightlife at :
i returnsfromGatwick to Genevafrom £51in

the season’s end — by making it acoustic
wehad apoint of difference.”

Abbas Frida and Jon Lord of Deep
Purple have been supporting the festival
sinceit started. Frida is the dark one from

theband, thoughsheisactuallyblondeand :

¢ still hauntingly beautiful in her sixties. A
f long-time resident and a regular in the

audience at the festival, she says: “Zermatt
is my heaven on Earth. I love living here.
The village dealswith celebrities well, and
I have never thought my integrity was
challenged or questioned. Zermatt has

¢ alwayshelped mefindmysoul.”

My integrity is constantly challenged
and questioned, notleastbyme, butTknow
what she means. Zermatt is good for the
soul. Arriving fresh from a magical and

¢ punctual three-hour trainride throughthe
¢ Nicolaital valley, we are ferried about the
i car-free centre of Zermatt by electric taxis.

‘We are staying at the Zermatt Lodge, one
ofmanyfive-star chalets owned by Donald
Scott, who runs the swish chalet company
Mountain Exposure. Its fabulously luxe

: androomy, allwarmwood, crisp, white bed
¢ linen on supersize beds, a woodburner
i suspended from the ceiling, balcony hot

tubs and a gourmet chef thrownin.
Donald is an “accommodation partner”

of Zermatt Unplugged, so if you're skiing

with him, the best doorstend to open. This

i isparticularlywelcomewhen approaching
i adreadedredrope or crowdedbar. Hesan
i expert skier, graceful as a gymnast— and a

food, wine and music-lover, too.

Zermattisafoodieheaven. Thetown has
no shortage of great places to eat, but it is
on the slopes that it has a peerless
reputation for quality. Chez Vrony
(chezvrony.ch) is worth visiting, as is
Chalet Etoile (0032 016 694 (220) in
Cervinia, Italy — to which you can ski.
Highlights at Vrony indude the risotto
with ceps and blueberries, and pan-fried
foie gras on homernade rosti. It’s not only
the beautifullypresented food ortheexten-
sive wine list; thisis a lazy sun-trap restau-
rant, with sheepskins to keep you cosy.

Zermatt will never top the charts for
hudget family breaks, but for sheer quality,
unparalleled beauty, superlative skiing
and now music, too, youcan't beat it.

Need to

know

Exposuret004127 967 4353,
mountginexposure.com;. whichhas
three-night self-catering staysat Chalet
Zeusisleapssixinthresroomsifrom £1422
Gettingthere Easyjat(easyjet comibas

April Fortraintransfers contact Switzerland
Travel Certre(C20-7420 4934,
switzerlandtravelcentre co k) returns
fromE9aQ.

More information zermatt-Lnplugged.ch



